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Utility Trailer Definition 

 

New Information  
Recent legislation added California Vehicle Code (CVC) §667 (a) defining a utility 
trailer. A “utility trailer” is a trailer or semitrailer used solely for the transportation of 
the user’s personal property, not in commerce, which does not exceed a gross weight of 
10,000 pounds, or a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 10,000 
pounds. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a “utility trailer” includes a trailer or semitrailer 
designed and used for the transportation of livestock, not in commerce, which does not 
exceed a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or a manufacturer’s GVWR of 10,000 pounds. 

Background  
The definition of “utility trailer” was inadvertently deleted by legislation enacted in 
2001 and there was no existing law defining “utility trailer.” Also, the new definition 
increases the GVWR from 6,000 pounds to 10,000 pounds. 

 Distribution  
Notification that this memo is available online, at www.dmv.ca.gov under Publications 
was made via California DMV’s Automated E-mail Alert System in December 2010. 

Contact  
Call the DMV Customer Communications Section, at (916) 657-6560 for further 
clarification of this memo. Upon request, this document can be produced in Braille or 
large print.  

 

 
JEAN SHIOMOTO, Deputy Director 
Communication Programs Division 
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